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 SOURCE: The Spectator | INFO: Hugh Stephens | When The Spectator asked me to contribute to this remarkable new book on Vietnam’s war, I jumped at the chance. Yet, what began as a cheeky flattery has turned out to be anything but: once I got started writing, I found myself involved in a project with no end in sight. I will leave that aside. The Spectator is not just the name of a magazine, it’s also
the name of a great British newspaper that has been following the news in Vietnam since 1960. In those years, it was one of the main newspaper in Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam, and published an excellent reportage from time to time. What’s more, it was the first foreign newspaper to focus on Vietnam and, after the French War, it was the first to become an anti-communist publication in the country.
It is more than 30 years since then. There have been plenty of magazines and newspapers in the city. However, most of them are mainly Vietnamese, as are most people. The Spectator is an exception: it is English, and a city of one million inhabitants. Hanoi is the last major city in North Vietnam to remain independent, and its population is mainly made up of ethnic Vietnamese. It’s a city that has seen
a lot of history. The Vietnamese Civil War (1975–89) lasted around 30 years, and had far more civilian casualties than the French War of Indochina (1946–54) ever did. So, in a lot of ways, Hanoi has been a battleground for a long time. This has had an impact on the city, and a lot of people can recount history and war stories about it. So, for me, it was a great opportunity to learn more about the city’s
past. The main part of the book is a collection of my writings from the 1970s, when I was living there. In particular, I have put together some extracts from my pieces in the Spectator in those years. The pieces were not about Vietnam at all: most of them were about the history and culture of Hanoi, or about its restaurants and cuisine, or about cycling. There were some brief reports and articles about

the city, but most of it was about Hanoi, and how I saw it. These are mostly black-and-white newspaper-style articles, with some colour photography. The pieces in the book were taken from 82157476af
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